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The R&A



• The Open
• Rules Modernisation
• Distance Insights
• Women’s Golf Charter
• Golf and Health
• OnCourse®
• Greenkeeper education
• Golf Course 2030

2019



GOLF COURSE 2030

An industry roadmap addressing challenges from, and taking 
opportunities presented by, the changing climate, resource constraints 

and regulation to secure optimal golf course condition and playability for 
current and future generations



Why course condition and playability?



Why 2030?



Changing climate and weather patterns



How are you being impacted by 
climate change?



Resources



Resources



What resource issues might you 
be faced with over the next 10 
years?



Regulation



Which regulations are having the 
most impact on how you manage 
the golf course?



Pesticides – working with government



• Biodiversity
• Water
• Pesticides

Working with government - France



Scenarios

Business as usual… to worst case.



2. Identify main 
issues, agree process 

and structures

3. Undertake gap 
analysis to highlight 

and prioritise 
guidance, new 
technologies, 

adaptation and 
innovation

4. Formulate Action 
Plans to plug gaps in 
knowledge, identify 
solutions and raise 

awareness of 
problems likely to be 

faced

5. Implement Action 
Plans and monitor 

progress using data

6. Communicate and 
educate

7. Report on progress 
and success in 

addressing priorities 

8. Overcome 
challenges

CLIMATE

RESOURCES

REGULATION

1. Bring together 
stakeholder group

Process



Industry stakeholders – GB&I

The R&A European Tour

England Golf Ladies European Tour

Confederation of Golf in Ireland SRUC Elmwood

Scottish Golf Myerscough College

Wales Golf Crop Protection Association

BIGGA Agricultural Engineers Association

GCSAI Irrigation Consultants

GCMA British Society of Plant Breeders

CMAE Turfgrass Growers Association

UK Golf Federation Amenity Forum

PGA University of St Andrews

EIGCA BASIS

STRI Labosport

RIPTA FEGGA

GEO Foundation



• How do we make Golf Course 2030 relevant and compelling to key audiences, 
engaging golf facilities and golfers?

• Course condition and playability, with particular emphasis on putting surfaces –
measurement, standards, education

• Resources, focusing on:
o alternatives to synthetic chemical plant protection products
o labour (recruitment, retention, education, the changing nature of the golf 

course workplace)
o sand/aggregate availability

• Water as a limited resource (too little in dry summers) and coping with too much in 
wet winters

• Coastal change and its impact on golf courses

Priority issues - GB&I



Priority issues - Spain

• Water use restrictions
• Restrictions on pesticide use
• Energy consumption
• Clean energy to reduce emissions



Priority issues - Scandinavia

STERF research agenda

• Integrated pest management
• Sustainable water management
• Turfgrass winter stress management
• Multifunctional use of golf facilities and 

ecosystem services



• GC2030 comms plan

• We will keep all industry stakeholders informed as we work through the process

• We will pursue opportunities to promote GC2030 at stakeholder events and
through stakeholder publications

• We will enable stakeholders to disseminate Golf Course 2030 resources to relevant
groups within their own networks using their owned media channels (websites,
social media, etc)

• We will engage with Government and NGOs to raise awareness of the actions golf
is undertaking to encourage sustainability and best practice

Communication



Golf Course 2030 opens doors

• Golf Course 2030 funding for research and education
• Golf Sustainability Fund for capital projects



• Continue the GB&I process

• Learn from the GB&I process

• Engage with selected countries

2019-2020



Projects in pipeline for 2020

• Golf green playing quality standards and its measurement
• Golf course playing quality standards and their measurement 

(tees, aprons, fairways, first cut of rough and bunkers)
• Water management
• Innovations in integrated turf management
• Availability of aggregates for construction and maintenance and 

innovative alternatives
• Innovative coastal management
• The profile of the course manager
• Golf Course 2030 and education 



What would be YOUR GC2030 
priorities?



Thank You
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