
Support and recognition for 

sustainable golf



WH

Y



Public expectations are rising



Conserving energy, water and resources is 
good for you and good for the environment. 
Enjoy a $5 voucher or 500 points for each 
night you decline housekeeping service. 



Local communities taking action



Government expectations are rising





Resources are becoming more scarce and costly

Water

Energy

Materials



Regulation is tightening 



More wet

More dry

Climate is changing



“

”

A sustainable business is more robust and 
efficient; it appeals to customers changing 
values, strengthens relationships with 
suppliers and positions the brand as a good 
citizen.  

Sustainability can reduce the variable costs of 
running a business while driving profitability.

Business is changing



What do other 
people think?

Reputation 

matters









SustainabilityGolf Good for nature and people



WH

Y

HOW



It can be complicated!  Where do I start?





“We’re probably not doing enough, 
and we use chemicals and water”



“It costs too much”





Industry tool for support and recognition

• Best practice checklists and ideas 

• Key data recording and tracking and file storage

• Automated tools to help share your best examples

• Tools to make meeting regulation easier

• Network of industry leaders sharing ideas

• Recognition and respect!



Practical

Habitats & biodiversity

Turf management

Pollution prevention

Water

Energy

Materials

Outreach

Golfers and employees

Communication

CommunityNature Resources



Easy to use, secure team workspace



Record practices, get ideas



Collect and store key data, track annually



Communication resources and tools



Fostering 
nature



Fostering 
nature



Fostering 
nature

Saving
resources



Save
resources



Building 
community





Recognition…

For clubs,

and for you



OnCourse® 

Certificate 

and other 

communication 

materials…

36 OnCourse® 

clubs in Finland



• Aulanko Golf

• Golf Sarfik

• Hillside Golf and 

Country Club

• Hirsala Golf

• Karelia Golf

• Kartano Golf

• Master Golf

• Nordcenter Golf 

and Country Club

• Pielis Golf

• St Laurence Golf



Easy process 

STEP ONE

Get OnCourse®

Orientation
Create team

Self assessment
Highlights

Tools
Communications

STEP TWO

Verification
Certification

Communications

Annual review and update 
via OnCourse®



Sustainability Leader

Personal recognition for club leaders

For course and club managers, and others, 

who have played a significant role in achieving and retaining certification



N e t h e r l a n d s

Club 

Engagement

Better 

image

Fair 

regulation

New 

investment

Business 

benefits

The Netherlands

New 

sponsorship



Golf Industry Partners



Julie Duffus, International 

Olympic Committee

“OnCourse® and GEO Certified® 

are central parts of a significant 

initiative by golf, and dovetail 

perfectly with our own 

sustainability activities at the IOC.  

It is great to see an Olympic sport 

like golf step up in such a 

collective and credible way”.

Antony Scanlon, Executive 

Director of the International 

Golf Federation

“OnCourse® is vital to golf’s 

efforts to be a leader in 

sustainable sport, which is a 

great credit to all the people and 

organisations that are taking part 

and helping to make it happen.”



Martin Slumbers

Chief Executive of The R&A

“We are strong advocates of 

helping golf facilities to adopt and 

track the use of sustainable 

practices and we are pleased that 

a growing number of countries are 

encouraging member clubs to use 

OnCourse® to achieve this.” 



National Partners



Credibility Partners





It is important that golf takes 
meaningful steps towards 
sustainability. 

The programs set up by GEO with the 
golf industry are world-leading and we 
would encourage golf to seize the 
opportunity to step out ahead.

“

”



“Golf is uniquely positioned 

to bring significant 

environmental gains and 

awareness to millions of 

people around the world. 

GEO is helping the industry 

speed up and communicate 

the voluntary sustainable 

development of the sport.”



Collective voice

Help secure 

golf’s future

Strengthen golf 

businesses



Play our part

Help secure 
the future

Be leaders



50% of all wild animals 
lost in last 50 years 

By 2050 the weight of 
plastic in the sea will 
be greater than the 

weight of fish2/3 of world’s 

population living in 
water-stressed 
regions by 2025

Planet under pressure



We look forward to collaborating 

with partners in Finland, to 

support and recognise your 
work



Help make sure you get the recognition and respect you 

deserve – locally, nationally and internationally



Local councils

Businesses

Schools and 
colleges

Private 
landowners 

NGO’s and 
community 

groups

Helping put the club (and 

course manager) at the 

heart of positive 

community action

Golf 
facility



Get Started Today!

www. getoncourse.golf


